
 

EQ Descriptive systems RFP_Sept 2019 
 

For this round of funding, the DSWG is calling for proposals in 2 research areas that were also 
included in the last RFP, and 2 new broader research themes. These are: 

 E-QALY related projects 
 Development of bolt-on dimensions for the EQ-5D 
 Testing the EQ-5D descriptive system performance across cultures 
 Testing the impact of time on the EQ-5D descriptive system performance Research 

teams are encouraged to suggest the methodological approaches to use for these 
studies. 

 
E-QALY 

 
Validity of the new measure 
The E-QALY measure development is ongoing, and is nearing the item selection stage, with an initial 
version available for testing in work commencing in 2020. Work will be required to test the 
psychometric performance and validity of the initial version in comparison to existing measures in a 
range of settings and populations. Comparative measures could include, but are not limited to, the 
EQ-5D-5L, other preference-based instruments, or condition specific measures. Data collection could 
add the E-QALY to currently planned  studies,  develop  new surveys, or  compare instruments in 
interview settings. Methods used could be quantitative including psychometric analyses or Item 
Response Theory, or more qualitative in focus. A further related issue for investigation is the 
development and testing of mapping functions between instruments. We welcome proposals in this 
area but we strongly encourage interested members to contact the Sheffield team or the DSWG prior 
to submitting their proposals. 

 
Translation and face validation of the final classification in other countries 
Selection of the items to take forward in the measure will be undertaken in late 2019. This will be 
based on  the evidence from face validation and  psychometric work in six countries (Argentina, 
Australia, China, Germany, the US, and the UK). Face validation, including translation where 
necessary, of the classification system would provide additional evidence on performance of the 
measure in different contexts. Proposals in this area are of interest to the DSWG. 

 
For more information on the eQALY project see: https://scharr.dept.shef.ac.uk/e-qaly/ 

 

Bolt ons: Development and psychometric testing of a bolt-on for “hearing”. 
 

Further research is required to develop the item and labels for the hearing bolt-on. For the hearing 
bolt-on,  candidate  items  already  exist;  however,  their  development  did  not  involve  patients. 



 

 

 

Therefore, applicants are invited to submit proposals to develop and test item(s) on hearing 
involving patients in the process. In addition, applicants are invited to submit proposals on 
establishing the psychometric properties of candidate bolt-on item for hearing in relevant patient 
groups. If relevant, proposals can seek to align with other ongoing bolt on development work being 
led by the DSWG. 

 
Descriptive System Performance Across Cultures 

 
Although the EQ-5D was originally developed in the western cultural context there has been 
an unprecedented growth in its use in non-western countries. Little is known on the content 
validity of the measure across different cultures, geographical regions and areas with different 
technological status. This evidence is of importance to support the uptake of the measure in 
these contexts and promote an appropriate use in diverse countries. The DSWG calls for research 
proposals investigating cultural perceptions and differences in the understanding of health as 
described by the EQ-5D. This could be done for example, but not exclusively, by investigating 
through quantitative and qualitative methods the relevance of the existing descriptive system in 
different cultures/ countries, the relevance of additional dimensions and the use of support 
tools to use alongside the measure. Proposals are also invited investigating the psychometric 
performance of the descriptive system and its dimensions across multiple regions and countries 
and between geographical regions differing in culture and/or technological status. 

 
Impact of Time on the Descriptive System Performance 

 
Many acute diseases and conditions show variations in health over time. Some conditions, such 
as infectious diseases e.g. flue, episodic conditions e.g. epilepsy and ‘event’ like conditions e.g. 
stroke, last for a short time and may have different illness progressions. Even chronic conditions, 
which may be progressive or stable over time e.g. angina, show substantial fluctuations. This 
poses challenges for the measurement of health-related quality of life (HRQoL) and computation 
of QALYs. There is little known about the performance of the EQ-5D with  regards to duration and 
fluctuations in conditions, and we welcome research in this area. Possible approaches might 
experiment  with repeated measurements e.g. intensive longitudinal data and qualitative methods 
investigating how patients experience their illness, how they use EQ-5D and how HRQoL 
measurements or instructions may be improved. Alternatively, the descriptive system recall period 
might be modified by changing the instructions using different timeframes than “your health 
today” e.g. “during your last episode”, “in the last week” etc. Proposals in this area, alongside 
with any other innovative approach, are particularly encouraged. The topic might also be 
addressed via adaptation of valuation methods. 

 
For questions about potential E-QALY proposals please contact John Brazier 
(j.e.brazier@sheffield.ac.uk). For further information about the other three research areas please 
contact Brendan Mulhern (Brendan.mulhern@chere.uts.edu.au). 
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